
 
July 2023 Newsletter

Welcome to the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center Newsletter! This
newsletter features updates, announcements, and resources related to SIRC's work

and its mission to decrease health disparities in the Southwest and beyond.

Dr. Karin Wachter to Lead Office of Refugee Health
 

We are thrilled to announce that Dr. Karin
Wachter will be the new Director of SIRC’s Office
of Refugee Health. Dr. Wachter is Associate
Professor in the School of Social Work and has
been a Faculty Research Affiliate at SIRC for
several years. She also is a recipient of pilot
project funding through SIRC’s U54 Specialized
Center of Excellence on Minority Health and
Health Disparities, which supported her study on
the culturally relevant and contextually specific
measurement of social support among Congolese
refugee women in resettlement. Dr. Wachter has been a valuable member of
our organization for many years and we couldn't be more excited to see her
take on this new role. Her extensive expertise in the field of refugee health and
long-standing collaboration with Office of Refugee Health founding director Dr.
Crista Johnson- Agbakwu make her the perfect individual for this important
position. We are confident that under her guidance, the Office of Refugee
Health will continue to make significant strides in improving the health and
well-being of refugees in our community. 

 
ASU SIRC Opioid Initiatives Spotlight

Arizona Makes Significant Strides in Opioid Crisis

https://sirc.asu.edu/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2023/05/15/az-makes-significant-strides-in-opioid-crisis/


A national public health emergency, the opioid crisis is also devastating local lives at
an alarming rate. More than five people in Arizona die each day from opioid
overdose, according to the Arizona Department of Health Services. To address the
crisis, state administrators, behavioral health providers, prevention specialists,
educators and ASU researchers have made remarkable progress.

Read
More

 
SIRC Conference Presentations

 
We are thrilled to share that SIRC has been actively participating in various
conferences, both as presenters and attendees. Our team has been dedicated
to staying up to date with the latest research. Over the last few months, we
have had the honor of presenting at several conferences. Some of them
include: ​

Caouette, J., Kuklinski, M., Oesterle, S., Guttmannova, K., & Rhew, I. “Long-
Term Impact of the Communities That Care Prevention System on
Postsecondary Educational Attainment” Presentation at the annual conference
of the Society for Prevention Research, Washington, DC, May, 2023.

Gonzalvez, A. “Effects of a Substance Use Prevention and Diet Improvement
Parenting Intervention for Latinx Families on Parenting Outcomes” Poster at
the annual conference of the Society for Prevention Research, Washington,
DC, May, 2023

Halvorson, M., Kuklinski, M., & Oesterle, S. “Prospective Risk and Protective
Factors for Changes in Drinking During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Results
from a Long-Running Community Longitudinal Study.” Poster presentation at
the annual scientific meeting of the Research Society on Alcohol, Bellevue,
WA, June 24-28, 2023.

Hyunsung, O. “Community Resilience During the COVID-19 Pandemic Among
Vulnerable and Underserved Latinx in the Southwest US” Presentation at the
annual conference of the Society for Prevention Research, Washington, DC,
May, 2023

Lopez, K., Shea, L. & Ventimiglia, J. “Health of Latinx Transition-Age Youth
with Autism” Presentation at the International Society for Autism Research
Annual Meeting, Stockholm, Sweden, May, 2023

Lopez, K. “Experiences of Transition Age Latinx Youth with Autism:
Understanding and Addressing Health and Access to Care Disparities”
Presentation at the Autism in Adulthood Conference, Arizona State University
College of Health Solutions, Phoenix, AZ, May, 2023

Marsiglia, F, F. “Exploring the Experiences of Latin American Asylum Seekers
Who Participated in a Culturally Grounded Promotoras-Led COVID-19 Testing
Intervention” Presentation at the annual conference of the Society for
Prevention Research, Washington, DC, May, 2023

Oesterle, S. “Community-Wide Prevention of Youth Behavioral Health
Problems Using Communities That Care (CTC).” Invited presentation at the
annual meeting of the ASU Substance Use and Addiction Translational
Research Network (SATRN), Arizona State University, Phoenix, AZ, May 5,
2023.

Oesterle, S., Pandika, D., McNeish, D., & Kuklinski, M. “Long-Term Effects of
Communities That Care on Alcohol Use Trajectories from Adolescence to
Young Adulthood.” Presentation at the annual conference of the Society for

https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2023/05/15/az-makes-significant-strides-in-opioid-crisis/


Prevention Research, Washington, DC, May 31, 2023.

Oesterle, S. & Pandika, D. “Effects of Communities That Care on Long-Term
Alcohol Use Patterns from Adolescence to Young Adulthood.” Poster at the
annual scientific meeting of the Research Society on Alcohol, Bellevue, WA,
June 24-28, 2023.

Rowhani-Rahbar, A., Oesterle, S., Gause, E., Kuklinski, M., Schleimer, J. P.,
Dalve, K., Weybright, E., Briney, J. S., & Hawkins, J. D. “Effect of the
Communities That Care Prevention System on Adolescent Handgun Carrying:
A Community Randomized Trial” Presentation at the annual conference of the
Society for Prevention Research, Washington, DC, May, 2023

 
SIRC Attends the National Latinx Conference on HIV, HCV, &
SUD

 
In May, our team at SIRC had the privilege of
attending the National conference on Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), Hepatitis C
(HCV) and Substance Use Disorder (SUD)
(NALA), which brought together experts and
advocates from around the country to share
information and efforts around health
disparities that negatively impact the Latinx
population. The conference provided valuable
insights and strategies for addressing issues
related to HIV, HCV, and SUD, which
disproportionately affect communities of color.

Read
More

 
Congratulations to the 2023 SIRC Pilot Research Awardees!

 
SIRC is pleased to announce our most recent Pilot Project awardees, Dr. Angel
Algarin, and Dr. Maricarmen Vizcaino. The Pilot Project program is designed to
encourage, and support promising early-stage investigators to develop and carry out
novel research projects that address health disparities causes and solutions. The
priorities for the SIRC Pilot Projects integrate the scientific and community-based
perspectives of SIRC researchers and SIRC’s Community Advisory Board. The pilot
research projects address many populations impacted by health disparities,
including ethnic, sexual and gender minority communities, socioeconomically
disadvantaged, and rural populations.

Find the full list of awardees and their project details here.
  

Progress for Prevention: Childhelp Speak Up Be Safe Extends Child
Safety I ​mpact with Research Recognition

 
We are thrilled to announce that the Childhelp Speak Up Be Safe child safety
curriculum has been reclassified from a level-three rating - for programs with

https://latinosandhiv.org/about/
https://sirc.asu.edu/content/funded-pilot-research-projects
https://www.childhelp.org/speakupbesafe/


promising research evidence - to a level-two rating. This new rating recognizes
that the program is supported by research evidence, making it an even more
effective tool for teaching children about personal safety and abuse prevention.
SIRC worked in partnership with Childhelp to conduct research to help ensure
the Speak Up Be Safe curriculum is a high-quality child abuse prevention
education program. 

Read
More

 
Upcoming Events

 
Arizona Health Equity Conference

The theme of this year is Building Bridges:
Connecting Communities in research, Practice,
Prevention, & Policy. Join us as we come
together to understand current health equity
research, outreach, and policies taking place in
Arizona.

LOCATION

Online & In-Person at:
​Desert Willow Conference Center
4340 E Cotton Center Blvd.
Phoenix, Arizona 85040

DATE AND TIME

Thursday, September 21, 2023 (All Day)

Register Here

24th Summer Institute for Behavioral
Health

The theme of this year is Building Professional
Resilience: Self care, Supervision and Skill
Development. The 2023 Summer Institute
provides today’s social workers and behavioral
health professionals with keynotes from
researchers and experts, featuring evidence-
based presentations that demonstrate creativity
and innovation in the effective delivery of care to
diverse and under-represented members of the
community. 

LOCATION

High Country Conference Center

https://www.childhelp.org/news/progress-for-prevention/
https://whova.com/portal/registration/ahec_202309/


201 W Butler Ave
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 ​

DATE AND TIME

Wednesday through Friday, July 12-14, 2023

To register, please click HERE

The Mountain States Partnership for
Community-Engaged Dissemination &
Implementation (MS-CEDI) Training
Institute 

The Mountain States Partnership for
Community-Engaged Dissemination &
Implementation (MS-CEDI) Training
Institute (2023-2024) is an annual training
program hosted by the MS-CEDI Leadership Team, which includes SIRC's Director,
Dr. Oesterle. The purpose of this virtual attendance opportunity is to support anyone
interested in learning the fundamental concepts of dissemination and implementation
science (DIS) and its applications. Register before July 19, 2023, for the "early bird"
rate of $150 (regular $200). Registration ends August 2, 2023.

LOCATION

Online

DATE AND TIME

Sunday through Thursday, August 6-10, 2023

To register, please click HERE. 

 

Recent SIRC Publications

Hernandez-Salinas, C., Marsiglia, F. F., Oh, H., Campos, A. P., & De La Rosa, K.
(2022). Community Health Workers as Puentes/Bridges to Increase COVID-19
Health Equity in Latinx Communities of the Southwest U.S. Journal of Community
Health, 48(3), 398–413.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10900-022-01182-5

Masek, E., Gonzalvez, A., Rankin, L., Vega de Luna, B., Valdez, H. J., Hartmann,
L., Lorenzo, E., Bruening, M., Marsiglia, F. F., Harthun, M., & Vega-López, S.
(2023). Qualitative research on the perceptions of factors influencing diet and eating
behaviors among primarily Latinx seventh grade students. Journal of the Academy
of Nutrition and Dietetics, 123(7), 1011–1021.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jand.2023.02.009

https://bit.ly/3Pmm3RG
https://click.reply.asu.edu/?qs=8407073c2ebbaacb7029e2970fb7264e222e56835ea6a798870b710fe3ee6ab575079601d1c96fdf2d308e96a107d933cbc56135c22a25af
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10900-022-01182-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10900-022-01182-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jand.2023.02.009


Rowhani-Rahbar, A., Oesterle, S., Gause, E. L., Kuklinski, M. R., Ellyson, A. M.,
Schleimer, J. P., Dalve, K., Weybright, E. H., Briney, J. S., & Hawkins, J. D. (2023).
Effect of the Communities That Care Prevention System on Adolescent Handgun
Carrying. JAMA Network Open, 6(4), e236699.
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2023.6699

Sheehan, C., Louie, P., Li, L., & Kulis, S. S. (2023). Exposure to neighborhood
poverty from adolescence through emerging adulthood and sleep duration in US
adults. Health & Place, 81, 103004.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.healthplace.2023.103004

Vega-Lopez, S., Gonzalvez, A., & Marsiglia, F.F. (2023). Considerations for
adapting a prevention program for Latino/Hispanic parents to a virtual format. In
Orte, C., Marsiglia, F.F., & Amer, J. (Eds.) Community-based family programs: Best
practices in the implementation of evidence-based interventions (pp.39-55).
Octaedro Editorial.

 
Support Our Work!

Donate to
SIRC

Join Our Newsletter Mailing List!
Receiving this newsletter for the first time? If someone shares this newsletter and
you are interested in learning more about SIRC, sign up for our newsletter below!

Subscribe to Our
Newsletter  

Stay in Touch With Us!
Follow us on social media.
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