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Welcome to the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center Newsletter! This
newsletter features updates, announcements, and resources related to SIRC's work
and its mission to decrease health disparities in the Southwest and beyond.

Congratulations Dr. Crista Johnson-Agbakwu!

Physician and Longtime Director of SIRC's Office of Refugee Health
Who Treated Refugee Women Takes On New Expanded Role at
UMass

Our esteemed colleague Dr. Crista Agbakwu-Johnson, Director of the SIRC
Office of Refugee Health, will be leaving SIRC and ASU at the end of this
semester. We are so very proud of Dr. Agbakwu-Johnson and her important
work and congratulate her wholeheartedly on her new position. We will miss
her as an integral partner of our SIRC team, but we also know that our work
together will continue. We wish Dr. Agbakwu-Johnson all the best as she
transitions to her new role.

Read
More

Community Advisory Board & Partner Spotlight

Community Advisory Board Elects New Leadership
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SIRC is honored to introduce the new leadership team of the Community Advisory
Board (CAB): Shayna Diamond, Chairperson and Jocelyn Beard, Vice Chair. We
are excited to have both of these wonderful women lead our Community Advisory
Board and we look forward to working with them.

Shayna Diamond is the Senior Manager Jocelyn Beard is the Tribal Relations
for Cancer Support Strategic Partnerships Manager at the Arizona Department of
at the American Cancer Society. Economic Security.

SIRC Attends Society for Social Work and Research Conference

This year several of our SIRC and Arizona State

University team members presented at the 2023

Society for Social Work and Research conference ' S S ‘ N / R
here in Phoenix, Arizona. The theme for this year's

conference was “Battling |nequities + BU||d|ng Society for Social Work and Research
Solutions”. This conference included over 500 learning

opportunities including symposiums, workshops,

paper and poster presentations. We are excited to

utilize this information as we continue to work towards

eliminating health disparities in the Southwest and Read
beyond! More

SIRC Faculty & Staff Spotlight

Dr. Karin Wachter Awarded Research Grant

SIRC Congratulates Dr. Karin Wachter, research affiliate and
Assistant Professor in the School of Social Work, to be
selected as one of the Harry Frank Guggenheim's 2023
Distinguished Scholars. Dr. Wachter was awarded this grant
to continue her research on intimate partner violence among
refugees. The title of her project is "Pre- and Post-
Resettlement Drivers of Intimate Partner Violence Among
Afghan Refugees in the United States".

Read
More
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SIRC Faculty & Staff Spotlight

SIRC Welcomes Judith Sebastian!

Judith Sebastian joins SIRC as an Administrative
Assistant. Judith will be responsible for data entry for the
Tuberculosis Control Program of the Arizona
Department of Health Services (ADHS). Judith’s prior
experience includes administrative duties for ADHS
through Kelly Services. Her experience also includes
hospitality where she worked as a Group Reservations
Agent for Sheraton Four Points Hotel and Marriot Mesa
Hotel. She was born in Morelos, Mexico and was raised
in California and has lived in Arizona for 20 years.

Congratulations to the 2022 SIRC Pilot Research Awardees!

The 2022 Pilot Research Awardees

SIRC is pleased to announce our most recent Pilot Project awardees, Chinedum
Ojinnaka, Jinni Su, and Liza Hita. The Pilot Project program is designed to
encourage and support promising early-stage investigators to develop and carry out
novel research projects that address health disparities causes and solutions. The
priorities for the SIRC Pilot Projects integrate the scientific and community-based
perspectives of SIRC researchers and SIRC’'s Community Advisory Board. The pilot
research projects address many populations impacted by health disparities,
including ethnic, sexual and gender minority communities, socioeconomically
disadvantaged, and rural populations.

Find the full list of awardees and their project detailshere.

Upcoming Events

Health Equity Lecture Series

LOGATION HEALTH
Zoom - Join Here

Password: 162003 E U ITY
DATE AND TIME

04/13/2023 1:00pm - 2:00pm US/Arizona

Speaker: Manuel Cano, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,
School of Social Work (SSW)

Learn about exciting research that is happening to achieve health equity. This event
is free and welcome to all!


https://sirc.asu.edu/content/funded-pilot-research-projects
https://asu.zoom.us/j/81879397892

Join Here

.....................

Post COVID: How Do We Support the | TN 5

Well-Being of Arizona's Communities
Town Hall

LOCATION

Aeroterra Community Center
1725 E. McKinley Street SEpE————
Phoenix, Arizona 85006 i‘:“ﬂ';!i?iﬁ:iﬁﬁ.’"f"f 4

-
March 28, 2023
3:00

DATE AN D TIME ‘IA7E2r 3 y hoeni:,rAZ 85006

. Pl
Boxed Lunches Will Be Provided!
——

03/28/2023 12:00pm - 3:00pm US/Arizona ' —

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Please join us for our townhall on March 28, 2023. The topic of discussion is Post
COVID: How Do We Support the Well-Being of Arizona Communities. This town hall
will provide community members the opportunity to connect with Arizona leaders
and address their questions and concerns around COVID-19 and how we can better
support the community and work to rebuild after the pandemic.

Register Here
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Receiving this newsletter for the first time? If someone shares this newsletter and
you are interested in learning more about SIRC, sign up for our newsletter below!
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Stay in Touch With Us!

Follow us on social media.

@000

Contact Us:

sirc@asu.edu | sirc.asu.edu

Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center | 400 E. Van Buren, Ste. 800, Phoenix, AZ 85004
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