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Welcome to the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center Newsletter! This
newsletter features updates, announcements, and resources related to SIRC's work and
its mission to decrease health disparities in the Southwest and beyond.

SIRC Community Advisory Board Spotlight

In May, we convened with our exceptional Community Advisory Board. It's always a joy to
see our Community Advisory Board members each quarter! Their collective wisdom and
thoughtful feedback help us improve our community engagement efforts and health

disparities research.

We are thrilled to welcome Nicole Witt as the interim CAB Chair, Lisa St. George as the
CAB Co-Chair, and Catrina Popelier as our new Co-Chair of the Strategic Planning
Subcommittee. Their diverse expertise and commitment to community engagement will be

invaluable as we continue to advance our mission.
Learn more about our Community Advisory Board and the impactful work we do here.

Join us in welcoming Nicole, Lisa, and Catrina to their new roles!



SIRC Staff Spotlight

Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya, Director of the
Office of Evaluation and Partner Contracts,
has successfully completed the ASU
peerLA Leadership Academy with the
peerLA Xl cohort on May 14, 2024!
Launched in 2012, this academy offers a
comprehensive year-long program featuring
360 assessments, workshops, seminars,
coaching, and networking, designed to
enhance leadership skills among faculty and
staff.

Dr. Aguilar-Amaya's dedication and
engagement throughout her journey have
been exemplary. We're excited to see her
leadership shine even brighter in our

organization.

Jeremiah Kaplan, MSW, Sr. Research &

Training Specialist in the Office of Evaluation

and Partner Contracts, was honored with the
Movement Champion award. His active
involvement in representing the Jewish
community and promoting interfaith dialogues,
particularly advocating for trauma-informed
approaches in serving Arizona's faith
communities, led to this well-deserved

recognition.

The award ceremony took place at the second
annual 2024 Weave and Cleave: Creating
Communities of Belonging Conference on
May 2, 2024, in Phoenix, Arizona.
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The Arizona Community Engagement
Alliance (CEAL) team convened in Phoenix
on May 6, marking the exciting beginning of
our next phase in linking social care with
healthcare systems across Arizona. This
initiative is poised to make a significant
impact on addressing social determinants of
health, enhancing the well-being of our

communities.

AZCEAL is a partnership between Arizona
State University, Northern Arizona
University, University of Arizona, Mayo
Clinic, and the Arizona Community Health
Workers Association. Together, we are
committed to fostering innovative solutions
that bridge gaps, ensuring a healthier future

for all Arizonans.

SIRC Attends Arizona Integrated HIV/STI/HEP C Symposium



In April, several of our dedicated SIRC staff attended and presented at the third annual HIV
Symposium, hosted by the HIV Prevention Program, the Ryan White Part B Program, and
the Ryan White Part A Program of Maricopa County. This gathering brought together over
260 individuals from various sectors to discuss critical topics such as retention in care, high-
impact prevention strategies, and the unveiling of Victory Over HIV, a five-year plan aimed
at ending the HIV epidemic in Arizona by 2030. Notably, the event also featured Phoenix
Mayor Greg Stanton's announcement of Phoenix joining the UNAIDS Fast-Track Cities

Initiative, solidifying a commitment to global efforts to eradicate local HIV epidemics.
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We're excited to introduce you to azceal.org, a valuable resource that's designed to
provide individuals with the latest information on COVID-19, Long COVID, and
vaccinations. At AZ CEAL (Arizona Community Engagement Alliance), our mission is to
provide Arizonans with the most current and relevant information and resources to help
inform their healthcare decisions. SIRC has been part of the AZ CEAL since 2020 in

partnership with University of Arizona, Northern Arizona, and Mayo Clinic - Arizona.



What Can You Find on AZ CEAL?

» Stay Informed: Access the latest guidance and recommendations concerning

COVID-19, Long COVID, and vaccinations.

» Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): Get answers to common questions, addressing

your concerns.

» Explore Resources: Dive into the Arizona Community Engagement Alliance (CEAL)
Resources page, where you'll discover the latestCOVID-19 and Long COVID

information, data, vaccine recommendations, testing details, and much more.

Visit AZCeal.org for more information!

Awards and Recognition

We congratulate the following SIRC staff, faculty, and faculty research affiliates for

the great achievements!

» Gilberto Lopez, Assistant Professor, School of Transborder Studies, has been
acknowledged by industry professionals for his work with the COVID Latino campaign. He
has received the Hermes Creative Awards, which celebrate creativity and innovation
across traditional and digital platforms. Dr. Lopez's and his team'’s contributions have been
recognized at a national level through the Healthcare Advertising Awards, highlighting the

effectiveness of his healthcare marketing and advertising efforts.

» Gilberto Lopez, Assistant Professor, School of Transborder Studies, has received

the Dr. Manuel Servin Faculty Award from the ASU Chicano/Latino Faculty and Staff



Association (CLFSA), recognizing his excellence in research, mentorship of Hispanic
students, leadership at ASU and in the community, and active engagement in community

service.

» Diane Moreland, Senior Research Analyst, was recently appointed to the Council of
Independent Colleges Presidential Spouses and Partners Task Force. Her husband,
Jeremy Moreland, serves as the 13th President of William Woods University. Diane
contributes as an At-Large Member, collaborating with a group of 11 to plan the annual
conference for presidential spouses and partners nationwide, offering her unique

perspective as a working presidential spouse.

» Beza Merid, Asst Professor, School for the Future of Innovation in Society, Senior
Global Futures Scientist, Global Futures Scientists and Scholars, has been named the
Principal Innovation Catalyst for the College of Global Futures. In this role he will lead an
effort to develop a demonstration project on principled innovation in health as part of the

university's effort to expand work under the domain of Practicing Principled Innovation.

Events

Community Based Participatory Research (CBPR) in Action: Arizona Case

Studies in Community Driven Research

In this webinar, Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center (SIRC) will review the principles
of community based participatory research (CBPR), and five local Arizona organizations will
share about how they’ve used CBPR to improve the health of their communities. After hearing
the key-takeaways and seeing resources developed from recent technical assistance
sessions, you'll gain insights and support to embed equity and CBPR into your own programs!
This project is funded by the Arizona Department of Health Services Arizona Health
Improvement Plan under the Health Equity priority, in partnership with the Data Advisory

Committee.
DATE AND TIME
Friday, June 21st from 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. MST

Register in advance for this webinar HERE



25th Summer Institute for Behavioral Health

The theme of this year is Equity in Action: Innovation in Practice Settings. The 2024 Summer
Institute provides today’s social workers and behavioral health professionals with keynotes
from researchers and experts, featuring evidence-based presentations that demonstrate
creativity and innovation in the effective delivery of care to diverse and under-represented

members of the community.

LOCATION

High Country Conference Center
201 W Butler Ave
Flagstaff, AZ 86001

DATE AND TIME

Wednesday through Friday, July 10-12, 2024

To register, please click HERE

2024 National Prevention Network Conference

The theme of this year's NPN Conference is "Advancing Prevention: Integration of
Research into Practice." The NPN Conference hosts federal, state, and local professionals
from the substance abuse prevention field and related disciplines. The event highlights the
latest research in the substance use prevention field, providing a forum for prevention
professionals, coalition leaders, researchers, and federal partners to share research, best
practices, and promising evaluation results for integrating research into prevention
practice. Attendees will benefit from evidence-based presentations and interactive
sessions designed to foster collaboration and innovation in the effective delivery of

substance use prevention programs.

LOCATION

Arizona Grand Resort & Spa
8000 South Arizona Grand E
Phoenix, AZ 85044



DATE AND TIME

August 13-15, 2024

To register, please click HERE
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Support Our Work!

Donate to SIRC

Join Our Newsletter Mailing List!

Receiving this newsletter for the first time? If someone shares this newsletter and you
are interested in learning more about SIRC, sign up for our newsletter below!
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