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Welcome to the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center Newsletter! This
newsletter features updates, announcements, and resources related to SIRC's work and
its mission to decrease health disparities in the Southwest and beyond.

SIRC Annual Report 2022-2023

We are excited to share the highlights of a remarkable year in
our SIRC Annual Report 2022-2023. This edition encapsulates

a year of growth, innovation, and community impact, all in

alignment with our mission to eliminate health disparities in the —
Interdisciplinary

e ——————— %
Research Center

Southwest and beyond. From groundbreaking projects to
collaborative initiatives, our collective efforts have paved the
way for positive change. We invite you to explore the report N" it

and join us in celebrating the milestones that have defined our
journey throughout 2022-2023.

SIRC Welcomes Cinthia Martinez



We are thrilled to introduce Cinthia Martinez, SIRC’s Senior
Program Manager for Community Engagement, a seasoned
prevention professional with a remarkable portfolio of
experiences and an extensive understanding of Arizona’s

behavioral health and social service delivery landscape. Holding

a BA in Psychology from ASU, Cinthia has made significant
contributions in various capacities, collaborating with esteemed
organizations such as the Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and
Family, AHCCCS, and more.

In her new role, Cinthia will be instrumental in driving SIRC's
community engagement activities, including the oversight of our
Community Advisory Board. Additionally, she will play a vital role
in implementing our strategic plan, ensuring that our efforts align

with our mission and goals.

SIRC Attends 2024 Arizona Two Powwow

On Saturday, February 17, 2024, SIRC staff, Director of Office of Evaluation and Partner
Contracts, Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya and Dave Watt, Educational Outreach Specialist,
attended the 2024 Arizona Two Spirit Powwow. The Two Spirit Powwow was a free one-day

event held at South Mountain Community College in Phoenix in partnership with the Phoenix

Indian Center. The Powwow celebrated the Two Spirit, Indigiqueer, and LGBTQ+ community.

Watts College Day of Service



On Saturday, February 24th, SIRC team members Kathryn Hamm, Senior Research
Analyst, and Anaid Gonzalvez, Program Manager, dedicated their time to the Watts
College Day of Service at St. Vincent de Paul. Choosing from four distinct service
opportunities, they actively contributed to the nonprofit organization's mission of feeding,

clothing, housing, and healing those in need. We are proud of their commitment and grateful

for the chance to make a positive difference in our community through the impactful work of
St. Vincent de Paul.
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THE ARIZONA CEAL CONSORTIUM

We're excited to introduce you to azceal.org, a valuable resource that's designed to
provide individuals with the latest information on COVID-19, Long COVID, and
vaccinations. At AZ CEAL (Arizona Community Engagement Alliance), our mission is to
provide Arizonans with the most current and relevant information and resources to help
inform their healthcare decisions. SIRC has been part of the AZ CEAL since 2020 in

partnership with University of Arizona, Northern Arizona, and Mayo Clinic - Arizona.



What Can You Find on AZ CEAL?

» Stay Informed: Access the latest guidance and recommendations concerning
COVID-19, Long COVID, and vaccinations.

» Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): Get answers to common questions, addressing

your concerns.

» Explore Resources: Dive into the Arizona Community Engagement Alliance (CEAL)
Resources page, where you'll discover the latestCOVID-19 and Long COVID

information, data, vaccine recommendations, testing details, and much more.

Visit AZCeal.org for more information!

Awards and Recognition

We congratulate the following SIRC staff, faculty, and faculty research affiliates for
the great achievements!

» Diane Moreland, Senior Research Analyst, was recently appointed to the Council of
Independent Colleges Presidential Spouses and Partners Task Force. Her husband,
Jeremy Moreland, serves as the 13th President of William Woods University. Diane
contributes as an At-Large Member, collaborating with a group of 11 to plan the annual
conference for presidential spouses and partners nationwide, offering her unique

perspective as a working presidential spouse.

» Beza Merid, Asst Professor, School for the Future of Innovation in Society, Senior

Global Futures Scientist, Global Futures Scientists and Scholars, has been named the



Principal Innovation Catalyst for the College of Global Futures. In this role he will lead an
effort to develop a demonstration project on principled innovation in health as part of the

university's effort to expand work under the domain of Practicing Principled Innovation.

» Gilberto Lopez, Assistant Professor, School of Transborder Studies, has been
awarded the inaugural Charter Professor Award at Arizona State University. This
prestigious recognition is a testament to his unwavering commitment to ASU’s charter and
his remarkable contributions to the Hispanic communities. As one of the first four
professors to receive this esteemed title, Gilberto Lopez embodies the spirit of the ASU

Charter and the goals of the New American University.

» Dr. Angel Algarin, Assistant Professor, Edson College, Assistant Professor,
Center for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, was sworn in as a member of
the City of Phoenix Fast Track Cities Ad-Hoc Committee. Fast Track Cities works
towards ending AIDS as a public health threat by 2030 by building upon, strengthening,

and leveraging existing HIV-related programs and resources.

Events

Technical Assistance from SIRC

Are you looking to or are currently implementing Community-Based Participatory Research

(CBPR) at your organization, but you need some help?

As part of the ADHS Arizona Health Improvement Plan, SIRC will be offering FREE weekly 1:1

technical assistance sessions over Zoom.

If interested, please complete the interest survey below by April 18th and if selected someone

from SIRC will contact you.

https://asupublicprograms.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9RcEvLYg8nCLUPk

Location
Online

Date



Monday, April 29, 2024

Monday, June 10, 2024

Methodology and Statistics Clinic (MASC)
This group provides advice and guidance on
those tricky methods and statistics problems
we all run into.

Location

Online

Date and Time

Wednesdays, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

JOIN HERE

SIRC Writing Accountability Group (SWAG)

Create a space for writing time to make it
manageable and less overwhelming.

Location
Online

Date and Time

Tuesdays, 1:00 pm -3:00 pm

JOIN HERE
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Support Our Work!



Donate to SIRC

Join Our Newsletter Mailing List!

Receiving this newsletter for the first time? If someone shares this newsletter and you
are interested in learning more about SIRC, sign up for our newsletter below!

Subscribe to Our Newsletter

Stay In Touch With Us!

a Facebook ® Twitter Instagram in} Linkedin

Contact Us

sirc@asu.edu | sirc.asu.edu

Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center
Arizona State University
400 E. Van Buren Street, Suite 800 | Phoenix, AZ 85004
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