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Welcome to the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center Newsletter! This newsletter
features updates, announcements, and resources related to SIRC's work and its mission to
decrease health disparities in the Southwest and beyond.

Message From Director

As the year draws to a close, | express my heartfelt gratitude to SIRC’s staff,
collaborators, and community partners for their unwavering dedication and
invaluable contributions to SIRC’s mission throughout the past year. Your
collaborative efforts have fostered a culture of excellence. Together, we have
achieved remarkable milestones and made significant strides towards reducing
health disparities and increasing equity. As | reflect on our collective achievements, |

eagerly anticipate the opportunities that the coming year will bring. With optimism

and enthusiasm, | look ahead to a future filled with groundbreaking research and
continued collaboration. Wishing you all a joyous holiday season filled with warmth,
laughter, and cherished moments with loved ones. Happy holidays and a

prosperous New Year to you and your families!

Sincerely,
Sabrina Oesterle
SIRC Director



SIRC Welcomes Danielle June!

We are thrilled to introduce Danielle June, SIRC’s new Project Manager
for the NIH-funded Urban Indigenous Youth Vaping Prevention Grant.
Danielle brings a wealth of experience from her administrative roles in

education and healthcare, where she has focused on addressing bias,

developing equitable solutions, and empowering individuals to thrive. With
expertise in Indigenous Leadership from the American Indian Policy
Institute at ASU and two graduate degrees in Organizational and
Educational Leadership from NAU, Danielle also has over 15 years of
experience in early childhood education. Her work emphasizes the
importance of culturally responsive and compassionate care, and we are
excited to have Danielle on board. We look forward to the positive impact
she will make in advancing SIRC’s mission and in leading this critical

project.

SIRC Attends Annual Arizona Health Equity Conference
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On Thursday, October 10, 2024, SIRC proudly participated in and co-sponsored the Annual Arizona
Health Equity Conference (AzHEC), themed "Building Bridges: Connecting Communities in Research,
Practice, Prevention, & Policy." This event brought together professionals, community leaders, and
policymakers to share groundbreaking research, explore innovative practices, and discuss strategies to

advance health equity across Arizona.

SIRC was honored to take part in important discussions and showcase impactful work through various

presentations and posters. Highlights included:

Expert Panel: From Grassroots to Policy: Collaborative Strategies for Advancing Health Equity

Moderated by Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya, Director of SIRC's Office of Evaluation and Partner Contracts
and a member of the AzZHEC planning committee, this panel explored pathways to connect community-

driven solutions with policy-making

In-Person Presentations:

e Setting the Tone for Health Equity: Marketing Your Services in English y Espafiol
o Presented by: David Watt, BA; Rocko Cook, BA; Maria Kirley, BS; Saul De La Cruz
Holguin, BS; Anaid Gonzalvez, MSW.
e Harnessing the Power of Transparency, Vulnerability, and Lived Experiences to Enhance Health
Equity Among Vulnerable Populations
o Presented by: Rocko Cook, BA; David Watt, BA; Ryan Anderson (ADHS); Dr. Maria
Aguilar-Amaya; Anaid Gonzalvez, MSW.

In-Person Poster:

e Advancing Sexual Health Education Using Methodological Triangulation with Academic Detailing

throughout Arizona



o Presented by: Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya; Rocko Cook, BA; David Watt, BA; Anaid
Gonzalvez, MSW.

Virtual Posters & Presentations:

e Maricopa County 2023 Community Health Needs Assessment: Findings with a Focus on
Underserved and Minority Populations
o Presented by: Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya; Anaid Gonzalvez, MSW; Rena Verdugo, MPH;
Kate Hamm, MPA; Chantel Welker, MS.
e Cultural Considerations for a Health Communication Campaign: Reaching Hispanic, Black, and
Native Americans in Arizona with Long COVID Messaging
o Presented by: Dr. Sabrina Oesterle; Dr. Wendy Wolfersteig; Dr. Stephanie Ayers; Dr.
Natalia Rodriguez; Maria Kirley, BS.

SIRC Conference Highlights

Anaid Gonzalvez, Program Manager, Rocko Cook, Program Manager, David Watt, Senior Academic
Detailer, and Ryan Anderson, Academic Detailer, attended the National Resource Center for
Academic Detailing (NaRCAD) Annual Conference in Boston, Massachusetts, and presented two

sessions:

e Getting Your Foot in the Door: Anything but a Cold Call
o Presented by: Anaid Gonzalvez and David Watt
e Harnessing the Power of Transparency, Vulnerability, & Lived Experiences: Building &
Enhancing the AD Relationship

o Presented by: Anaid Gonzalvez, Rocko Cook, David Watt, and Ryan Anderson

The NaRCAD Annual Conference took place in Boston, Massachusetts from November 14-15, 2024.
NaRCADis a flagship event emphasizing peer-to-peer learning, innovative practices, and sustainable
solutions in healthcare quality improvement. The conference brings together professionals from public
health, academic institutions, clinical education, and beyond, creating an invaluable platform for

connection and collaboration.
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THE ARIZONA CEAL CONSORTIUM

As we gather with loved ones this holiday season, staying informed about your health and well-being is
more important than ever. We're excited to introduce you to azceal.org , a valuable resource designed to
provide Arizonans with the most up-to-date information on COVID-19, Long COVID, and vaccinations. At
AZ CEAL (Arizona Community Engagement Alliance), we're committed to empowering individuals with
the knowledge they need to make informed healthcare decisions. Since 2020, SIRC has been proud to
partner with the University of Arizona, Northern Arizona University, and Mayo Clinic-Arizona to serve our

communities.

What Can You Find on AZ CEAL?

» Stay Informed: Access the latest guidance and recommendations concerning COVID-19, Long

COVID, and vaccinations.

» Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): Get answers to common questions, addressing your concerns.

» Explore Resources: Dive into the Arizona Community Engagement Alliance (CEAL) Resources page,
where you'll discover the latestCOVID-19 and Long COVID information, data, vaccine recommendations,

testing details, and much more.



Visit AZCeal.org for more information!

Awards and Recognition

We congratulate the following SIRC staff, faculty, and faculty research affiliates for the great
achievements!

» Rachel Gur-Arie, Assistant Professor, Center for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention,
Edson College of Nursing and Health Innovation, has been honored with the American Public
Health Association (APHA) Genomics Forum New Investigator Award for her contributions to genomics
in public health. Dr. Gur-Arie’s work explores the ethical and equity implications of integrating genomic
medicine into federally-qualified health centers. Collaborating with Mountain Park Health Center,
Arizona State University, and the Mayo Clinic, her research has primarily focused on healthcare
providers' experiences delivering polygenic risk scores (PRS). Dr. Gur-Arie plans to broaden her
research across healthcare settings in Arizona, aiming to assess the potential utility of implementing
PRS and other genomic medicine interventions in primary care. This vital work contributes to advancing

equitable, ethical, and effective genomic medicine practices.

» Sonia Vega-Lopez, Assistant Dean, College of Health Solutions , was featured on the Pathways
to Equity Podcast. The Pathways to Equity initiative is part of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
(RWJF) Southwest Health Reporting Initiative and is housed at the Walter Cronkite School of
Journalism and Mass Communication at Arizona State University. This podcast focuses on health
disparities affecting underserved communities in the Southwest, including communities of color,
LGBTQ+ individuals, and people with disabilities. In this episode, Dr. Vega-Lépez expands on the topic
of racial and ethnic categorization and its profound impact on health data and medical research within

Hispanic/Latino populations. To listen to the episode click HERE.



Upcoming Events

Introducing StatChat!

STATCHAT [ -

Statistical Methods Users Group

We are thrilled to announce the launch of StatChat,

a new initiative set to debut in Spring 2025!
Designed as a statistical methods users group,
StatChat aims to advance health equity through

collaboration and shared knowledge.

Join us in this exciting journey where your insights
and expertise can help shape the future of health
statistics. Together, we can empower our
community and foster a culture of innovation and

support.

DATE

Beginning January 22, 2025
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
LOCATION

Every other Wednesday via ZOOM

Click HERE to Join!
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Spread the Word!

Help us grow!

Share StatChat with colleagres
and peers who want to explore
statistical data analyss and
methodalogy in a collaborative,
cutting-edge environment.

StatChat Kickoff Meeting

¥ Baginning Janvary 22, 2025

Every other Wednesday
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m,

Via Zoom:

CUCK HERE TOJOIN
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Arizona Evaluation Network 2025 Annual Conference: Next Gen Evaluation

We're excited to announce that the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center (SIRC) is co-sponsor
for the 2025 Arizona Evaluation Network (AzENet) Annual Conference: Next Gen Evaluation! This year’s
conference will bring together leading professionals, students, and emerging evaluators to explore

innovative approaches and the future of evaluation.

Pre-Conference Workshop at the Arizona Center, Downtown Phoenix



Join us for the Pre-Conference Workshops at the Arizona Center in Downtown Phoenix. These hands-
on sessions will provide in-depth training on key evaluation topics, led by national experts in the field. It's a
fantastic opportunity to deepen your knowledge and engage with other professionals before the main

conference.

Conference Highlights:

e Exclusive Pre-Conference and Conference Workshops: Learn from renowned evaluation experts,
Dr. Michael Quinn Patton, Dr. Ayesha Boyce, and Dr. David Fetterman, as well as local
presenters.

¢ Networking Opportunities: Build connections with professionals, students, and evaluators from

diverse sectors across the three days.
Register Now!

Don’t miss out on this valuable opportunity! Click HERE to secure your spot at the conference at Phoenix
FoundRE and pre-conference workshops at the Arizona Center.
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AzENet Annual Conference Pre-Conference Sessions
DATE DATE(S)
February 7th, 2025 February 5th, 2025
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Dr. Michael Quinn Patton

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.



LOCATION

February 6th, 2025
FOUND:RE Phoenix Dr. Ayesha Boyce
1100 N Central Ave 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Phoenix, AZ 85004

February 6th, 2025
Register HERE Dr. David Fetterman

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

LOCATION

Arizona Center

800 E Van Buren Street, Floor 7
Phoenix, AZ 85004

Register HERE
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Support Our Work!

Donate to SIRC



Join Our Newsletter Mailing List!

Receiving this newsletter for the first time? If someone shares this newsletter and you are
interested in learning more about SIRC, sign up for our newsletter below!

Subscribe to Our Newsletter

Stay In Touch With Us!

0 Facebook ® Twitter Instagram in) Linkedin

Contact Us

sirc@asu.edu | sirc.asu.edu

Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center
Arizona State University
400 E. Van Buren Street, Suite 800 | Phoenix, AZ 85004
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