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Welcome to the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center Newsletter! This

newsletter features updates, announcements, and resources related to SIRC's work
and its mission to decrease health disparities in the Southwest and beyond.

SIRC Attends National Prevention Network Annual Conference

We were thrilled to attend the 2024 National Prevention
Network (NPN) Conference in Phoenix, held at the Arizona
Grand Resort & Spa from August 13-15. This annual
conference brings together 700-1,000 participants to
spotlight cutting-edge research in the field of substance use
prevention. Representing the Southwest Interdisciplinary
Research Center (SIRC) were Cinthia Martinez, Dr.
Sabrina Oesterle, and Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya. We are

proud to be part of a community dedicated to advancing

substance use prevention and promoting healthier futures.

SIRC Office of Refugee Health Spotlight



From August 5-7, SIRC’s Office of Refugee Health members
Dr. Karin Wachter, Jeanne Nizigiyimana, MSW, MA, and
Dr. Alicia Willey attended the North American Refugee
Health Conference (NARHC) in Minneapolis. With keynote
speakers including Representative llhan Omar, Kao Kalia
Yang, and Prof. 1zzeldin Abuelaish, NARHC provided

invaluable insights into the latest best practices in refugee

and immigrant health.

Office of Refugee Health Conference Presentations

We congratulate the following SIRC Office of Refugee Health staff, faculty, and
faculty research affiliates for their presentations this quarter! Below is a list of their

work:

> Wachter, K. (2024, August). Intimate partner violence. Invited oral presentation at the pre-
conference Afghan Women’s Health workshop, North American Refugee Health Conference,

Minneapolis, MN.

> Liu, L., Patton, T. (Presenter), Koskan, A., Azugbene, E., Williams, El, Johnston
L, Nizigiyimana J., Johnson-Agbakwu, C. (2024, August). COVID-19 vaccination rates
among diverse pregnant and lactating refugee women. North American Refugee Health

Conference, Minneapolis, MN.

> Rodgers, G. Wachter, K., Shaw, S.A. (2024, August). Compassion satisfaction, burnout,
and secondary traumatic stress among refugee resettlement workers. Paper for oral
presentation at the North American Refugee Health Conference, 2024 Annual Conference,

Minneapolis, MN.

» Wachter, K., Baccam, Z. Burgess, T., & Alemi, Q. (2024, August). A scoping review of the
intimate partner violence literature among Afghans across contexts. Poster presentation at the

North American Refugee Health Conference, Minneapolis, MN.

» Schuster, R.C., Wachter, K., McRae, K., McDaniel, A., Davis, O.l., Nizigiyimana, J.,
Johnson-Agbakwu, C. (2024, August). "If you don't have the heart to help, you cannot do this

job:” The multidimensional wellbeing of community health workers serving refugees during the



COVID-19 pandemic. Virtual poster at the North American Refugee Health Conference,
Minneapolis, MN.

SIRC Conference Highlights

Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya, Director of SIRC's Office of Evaluation and Partner Contracts,
attended the 6th Edition of the World Congress on Infectious Diseases in Paris, France, and
presented a poster titled Advancing Sexual Health Education: A Methodological

Triangulation in the Development and Impact of the DISH-AZ Academic Detailing Program.

The hybrid event took place in Paris, France, from June 24-26, 2024, at the Hotel CIS Paris
Ravel. During the poster session, Dr. Aguilar-Amaya discussed the development of the
Academic Detailing Program, highlighting the methodological triangulation approach used to
enhance the quality and effectiveness of academic detailing in educating, connecting, and

supporting better health outcomes for LGBTQ+ patients and people living with HIV.
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Rocko Cook, Program Manager, attended the National Consultation on Populations

Aging and Vulnerable to HIV. Rocko participated in a panel on the Syndemic Approach to



Aging alongside Chicago's Deputy Commissioner of Syndemic, David Kerns. The two-day

listening session took place in Denver, Colorado, on July 9-10, 2024.
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THE ARIZONA CEAL CONSORTIUM

We're excited to introduce you to azceal.org, a valuable resource that's designed to
provide individuals with the latest information on COVID-19, Long COVID, and
vaccinations. At AZ CEAL (Arizona Community Engagement Alliance), our mission is to
provide Arizonans with the most current and relevant information and resources to help
inform their healthcare decisions. SIRC has been part of the AZ CEAL since 2020 in

partnership with University of Arizona, Northern Arizona, and Mayo Clinic - Arizona.



What Can You Find on AZ CEAL?

» Stay Informed: Access the latest guidance and recommendations concerning
COVID-19, Long COVID, and vaccinations.

» Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): Get answers to common questions, addressing

your concerns.

» Explore Resources: Dive into the Arizona Community Engagement Alliance (CEAL)
Resources page, where you'll discover the latestCOVID-19 and Long COVID

information, data, vaccine recommendations, testing details, and much more.

Visit AZCeal.org for more information!

Awards and Recognition

We congratulate the following SIRC staff, faculty, and faculty research affiliates for
the great achievements!

» Maricarmen Vizcaino, PhD, a SIRC Faculty Research Affiliate, has been awarded a
CAFE Scholarship to participate in the Columbia University Climate and Health Boot Camp.
The CAFE Scholarship supports early-career climate-health researchers by providing
seed funding for projects like data collection and community engagement. Additionally, she
has been accepted into the Fall 2024 Cohort of the CAFE Research Translation Lab, a
program that brings together 19 researchers from 8 U.S. states and 5 countries, including
Australia, Bangladesh, Chile, Namibia, and Pakistan, to advance climate and health

research across different career stages.



Events

Arizona Health Equity Conference (AzHEC) 2024

The Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center (SIRC) is proud to be a co-sponsor of
this year’s Arizona Health Equity Conference, themed "Building Bridges: Connecting
Communities in Research, Practice, Prevention, & Policy."” This event provides a platform
for professionals and community leaders to explore innovative research, impactful

practices, and policy initiatives aimed at reducing health disparities across Arizona.

Several of our SIRC staff will be attending and presenting on various health equity topics.
Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya, Director of SIRC's Office of Evaluation and Partner Contracts
and a member of the AzHEC planning committee will be moderating an expert panel
discussion titled "From Grassroots to Policy: Collaborative Strategies for Advancing Health
Equity,"” focusing on bridging the gap between community-driven solutions and policy-

making.
SIRC Presentations & Posters Include:

¢ In-Person Presentation: Setting the Tone for Health Equity: Marketing Your
Services in English y Espariol

Presented by: David Watt, BA; Rocko Cook, BA; Maria Kirley, BS; Saul De La
Cruz Holguin, BS; Anaid Gonzalvez, MSW

¢ In-Person Presentation: Harnessing the Power of Transparency, Vulnerability,
and Lived Experiences to Enhance Health Equity Among Vulnerable Populations

Presented by: Rocko Cook, BA; David Watt, BA; Ryan Anderson (ADHS); Dr.
Maria Aguilar-Amaya; Anaid Gonzalvez, MSW

¢ In-Person Poster: Advancing Sexual Health Education Using a Methodological
Triangulation with Academic Detailing throughout Arizona

Presented by: Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya; Rocko Cook, BA; David Watt, BA; Anaid
Gonzalvez, MSW

e Virtual Poster: Maricopa County 2023 Community Health Needs Assessment:
Findings with a Focus on Underserved and Minority Populations

Presented by: Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya; Anaid Gonzalvez, MSW; Rena Verdugo,
MPH; Kate Hamm, MPA; Chantel Welker, MS



e Virtual Presentation: Cultural Consideration for a Health Communication
Campaign: Reaching Hispanic, Black, and Native Americans in Arizona with Long
COVID Messaging

Presented by: Dr. Sabrina Oesterle; Dr. Wendy Wolfersteig; Dr. Stephanie Ayers;
Dr. Natalia Rodriguez; Maria Kirley, BS

Location

In-Person/Online

Desert Willow Conference Center
4340 E Cotton Center Blvd. Phoenix, Arizona 85040

Date

Thursday, October 10, 2024

REGISTER HERE

Recent SIRC Publications

Algarin, A. B., Cirilo, A., Pitpitan, E. V., Pines, H. A, Padilla-Garcia, R., Zapien-Vasquez, M.
F., Navarro-Alvarez, S., & Smith, L. R. (2024). Examining the interplay between preexposure
prophylaxis (PrEP) and gender-related stigmas as barriers for PrEP uptake among
transgender women in Tijuana, Mexico: A mixed-methods study. AIDS and Behavior.

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10461-024-04441-9

Boateng, G., Wachter, K., Schuster, R., Burgess, T. L., & Bunn, M. (2024). A scoping review
of instruments used in measuring social support among refugees in resettlement. International
Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 21(6).

https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph21060805




Ignacio, M., Oesterle, S., Rodriguez-Gonzalez, N., Lopez, G., Ayers, S., Carver, A,
Wolfersteig, W., Williams, J. H., Sabo, S., & Parthasarathy, S. (2024). Limited awareness of
long COVID despite common experience of symptoms among African American/Black,
Hispanic/Latino, and Indigenous adults in Arizona. Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health

Disparities. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40615-024-02109-7

Mathis, C. M., Steiner, J. J., Kappas Mazzio, A., Bagwell-Gray, M., Wachter, K., Johnson-
Agbakwu, C., Messing, J., & Nizigiyimana, J. (accepted). Sexual and reproductive health care
needs of refugee women exposed to gender-based violence: The case for trauma-informed
care in resettlement contexts. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public

Health.

Schuster, R. C., Wachter, K., McRae, K., McDaniel, A., Davis, O. |, Nizigiyimana, J., &
Johnson-Agbakwu, C. (2024). "I promised them | would be there”: A qualitative study of the
changing roles of cultural health navigators who serve refugees during the COVID-19

pandemic. Social Sciences & Humanities Open. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssah0.2024.101002

Schuster, R. C., Wachter, K., Hussain, F., & Gartin, M. (2024). Gendered effects of climate
change and health inequities among forcibly displaced populations: Displaced Rohingya
women foster resilience through technology. The Journal of Climate Change and Health.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joclim.2024.100303

Schuster, R. C., Wachter, K., McRae, K., McDaniel, A., Davis, O. |, Nizigiyimana, J., &
Johnson-Agbakwu, C. (2024). "If you don't have the heart to help, you cannot do this job”: The
multidimensional wellbeing of community health workers serving refugees during the COVID-

19 pandemic. Qualitative Health Research. https://doi.org/10.1177/10497323231209836

Wachter, K., Baccam, Z., Burgess, T. L., & Alemi, Q. (accepted). A scoping review of the
intimate partner violence literature among Afghans across contexts. Journal of Trauma,

Violence, & Abuse.




Support Our Work!

Donate to SIRC

Join Our Newsletter Mailing List!

Receiving this newsletter for the first time? If someone shares this newsletter and you
are interested in learning more about SIRC, sign up for our newsletter below!

Subscribe to Our Newsletter

Stay In Touch With Us!
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