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From August 5-7, SIRC’s Office of Refugee Health members 

Dr. Karin Wachter, Jeanne Nizigiyimana, MSW, MA, and 

Dr. Alicia Willey attended the North American Refugee 

Health Conference (NARHC) in Minneapolis. With keynote 

speakers including Representative Ilhan Omar, Kao Kalia 

Yang, and Prof. Izzeldin Abuelaish, NARHC provided 

invaluable insights into the latest best practices in refugee 

and immigrant health. 
 

   

    

Office of Refugee Health Conference Presentations  

 

We congratulate the following SIRC Office of Refugee Health staff, faculty, and 

faculty research affiliates for their presentations this quarter! Below is a list of their 

work:  

 

►  Wachter, K. (2024, August). Intimate partner violence. Invited oral presentation at the pre-

conference Afghan Women’s Health workshop, North American Refugee Health Conference, 

Minneapolis, MN. 

  

►  Liu, L., Patton, T. (Presenter), Koskan, A., Azugbene, E., Williams, El, Johnston 

L, Nizigiyimana J., Johnson-Agbakwu, C. (2024, August). COVID-19 vaccination rates 

among diverse pregnant and lactating refugee women. North American Refugee Health 

Conference, Minneapolis, MN.  

  

►  Rodgers, G. Wachter, K., Shaw, S.A. (2024, August). Compassion satisfaction, burnout, 

and secondary traumatic stress among refugee resettlement workers. Paper for oral 

presentation at the North American Refugee Health Conference, 2024 Annual Conference, 

Minneapolis, MN. 

 

►  Wachter, K., Baccam, Z. Burgess, T., & Alemi, Q. (2024, August). A scoping review of the 

intimate partner violence literature among Afghans across contexts. Poster presentation at the 

North American Refugee Health Conference, Minneapolis, MN. 

  

►  Schuster, R.C., Wachter, K., McRae, K., McDaniel, A., Davis, O.I., Nizigiyimana, J., 

Johnson-Agbakwu, C. (2024, August). "If you don't have the heart to help, you cannot do this 

job:” The multidimensional wellbeing of community health workers serving refugees during the 
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 Virtual Presentation: Cultural Consideration for a Health Communication 
Campaign: Reaching Hispanic, Black, and Native Americans in Arizona with Long 
COVID Messaging 
 
Presented by: Dr. Sabrina Oesterle; Dr. Wendy Wolfersteig; Dr. Stephanie Ayers; 
Dr. Natalia Rodriguez; Maria Kirley, BS 
  

Location 

  

In-Person/Online  
 

Desert Willow Conference Center 
4340 E Cotton Center Blvd. Phoenix, Arizona 85040 
 

Date 

  
Thursday, October 10, 2024  
  
  
REGISTER HERE 

 

   

    

 

Recent SIRC Publications 
  

Algarin, A. B., Cirilo, A., Pitpitan, E. V., Pines, H. A., Padilla-Garcia, R., Zapien-Vasquez, M. 

F., Navarro-Alvarez, S., & Smith, L. R. (2024). Examining the interplay between preexposure 

prophylaxis (PrEP) and gender-related stigmas as barriers for PrEP uptake among 

transgender women in Tijuana, Mexico: A mixed-methods study. AIDS and Behavior. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10461-024-04441-9 

Boateng, G., Wachter, K., Schuster, R., Burgess, T. L., & Bunn, M. (2024). A scoping review 

of instruments used in measuring social support among refugees in resettlement. International 

Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 21(6). 

https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph21060805 
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Ignacio, M., Oesterle, S., Rodriguez-González, N., Lopez, G., Ayers, S., Carver, A., 

Wolfersteig, W., Williams, J. H., Sabo, S., & Parthasarathy, S. (2024). Limited awareness of 

long COVID despite common experience of symptoms among African American/Black, 

Hispanic/Latino, and Indigenous adults in Arizona. Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health 

Disparities. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40615-024-02109-7 

Mathis, C. M., Steiner, J. J., Kappas Mazzio, A., Bagwell-Gray, M., Wachter, K., Johnson-

Agbakwu, C., Messing, J., & Nizigiyimana, J. (accepted). Sexual and reproductive health care 

needs of refugee women exposed to gender-based violence: The case for trauma-informed 

care in resettlement contexts. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public 

Health. 

Schuster, R. C., Wachter, K., McRae, K., McDaniel, A., Davis, O. I., Nizigiyimana, J., & 

Johnson-Agbakwu, C. (2024). "I promised them I would be there”: A qualitative study of the 

changing roles of cultural health navigators who serve refugees during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Social Sciences & Humanities Open. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssaho.2024.101002 

Schuster, R. C., Wachter, K., Hussain, F., & Gartin, M. (2024). Gendered effects of climate 

change and health inequities among forcibly displaced populations: Displaced Rohingya 

women foster resilience through technology. The Journal of Climate Change and Health. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joclim.2024.100303 

Schuster, R. C., Wachter, K., McRae, K., McDaniel, A., Davis, O. I., Nizigiyimana, J., & 

Johnson-Agbakwu, C. (2024). "If you don't have the heart to help, you cannot do this job”: The 

multidimensional wellbeing of community health workers serving refugees during the COVID-

19 pandemic. Qualitative Health Research. https://doi.org/10.1177/10497323231209836 

Wachter, K., Baccam, Z., Burgess, T. L., & Alemi, Q. (accepted). A scoping review of the 

intimate partner violence literature among Afghans across contexts. Journal of Trauma, 

Violence, & Abuse. 

 

    






