June 2025 Newsletter

Welcome to the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center Newsletter! This newsletter features
updates, announcements, and resources related to SIRC's work and its mission to decrease health
disparities in the Southwest and beyond.

Celebrating Dr. Wendy Wolfersteig!

On May 15, 2025, colleagues from ASU, SIRC past and present, as well as community partners, friends,
and family came together to honor and celebrate Dr. Wendy Wolfersteig as she steps into retirement.

The event was filled with heartfelt reflections on Wendy’s remarkable career, her enduring impact on the
field of evaluation and prevention, and the deep relationships she’s built over the years. We shared stories,
laughter, and appreciation for her leadership, mentorship, and unwavering commitment to equity-driven,
evidence-based work.

In recognition of her legacy, we proudly announced the launch of the SIRC Office of Evaluation
Professional Development Fund. This fund will support the training and development of future
professionals in the field, continuing Wendy’s vision and values.

Every contribution, no matter the amount, helps sustain this important work and honors Wendy’s lasting
influence. If you'd like to donate click HERE.



SIRC Conference Highlights

SIRC Center Director Dr. Sabrina Oesterle attended the Society for
Prevention Research (SPR) 33rd Annual Meeting in Seattle, WA, from
May 27-30, 2025. With this year’s theme, “Prevention Science for Action:
Leveraging Data Science & Technology to Enhance Research, Practice, &
Policy,” the conference brought together leaders dedicated to advancing
evidence-based strategies that promote health and well-being. We're
proud to share that Dr. Oesterle was honored with the prestigious
Translational Science Award in recognition of her outstanding work in
bridging research and real-world impact.

SIRC Office of Refugee Health Spotlight

Office of Refugee Health Updates

We congratulate the following SIRC Office of Refugee Health staff, faculty, and faculty research
affiliates for their presentations, publications, and awards this quarter! Below is a list of their work:

» Azugbene, E. A, Koskan, A. M., Williams, E., Patton, T., Liu, L., Nizigiyimana, J., & Johnson-Agbakwu, C. E.



(2025). Facilitators of COVID-19 vaccination among pregnant and lactating refugee women: A qualitative study
using a community-based approach. Patient Education and Counseling, 136,
108778. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pec.2025.108778

» Um, M. Y, Kim, H. J., & Kim, H. J. (2025). Profiles of refugee-related trauma exposure and depression among
North Korean refugees in South Korea: A latent class analysis. International Journal of Social Psychiatry, 71(2),
370-379. https://doi.org/10.1177/002076402412914

» Wachter, K. & Shaw, S. (2025). “l am man, | am woman:” Gendered experiences of resettiement in the United
States. International Social Work. https://doi.org/10.1177/0020872824130

» Williams, E., Azugbene, E., Lozano, F., Liu, L., Patton, T., Nizigiyimana, J., Johnson-Agbakwu, C. & Koskan, A.
M. (2025). COVID-19 Vaccine Barriers among Pregnant and Lactating Refugee Women: A Case Study. Frontiers
in Public Health, 13, 1600107. doi: 10.3389/fpubh.2025.1600107

» Wachter, K. & Baccam, Z. (2024). Towards a comprehensive response: Findings and recommendations
generated from consultations with stakeholders and practitioners addressing domestic violence in forcibly
displaced Afghan communities in the United States. Phoenix, AZ: Arizona State University

» Bunn, M., Wachter, K., Dalpe, J., Mack, R., & Smith, H. (2025, June). Leveraging the power of groups for
refugee and forced migrant populations: Strengthening family and social resources using group-based
interventions. Workshop accepted for presentation at the International Refugee and Migration Health Conference,
Halifax, Canada.

> Crabtree, K., Wachter, K., & Mathis, C.M. Addressing intimate partner violence in a healthcare setting among
resettled refugees. Workshop accepted for presentation at the International Refugee and Migration Health
Conference, Halifax, Canada.

» Our long-standing community partner, The Valleywise Health Center for Refugee and Global health, received a
prestigious 2025 Gage Award for their outstanding work in improving health care quality, population health, and
operational excellence at VITAL2025, America’s Essential Hospitals’ annual meeting in Atlanta. Please join us in
celebrating their amazing accomplishments! Check it out: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Gvq4ObdhTg

Upcoming Events

» Community Sponsorship

Members of the SIRC Office of Refugee Health are helping to welcome and support ASU students who resettled
to the U.S. as refugees.

» World Refugee Day (June 20, 2025)

The SIRC Office of Refugee Health is taking part in a series of local events for World Refugee Day that celebrate
the resilience and contributions of refugees and other forcibly displaced populations, locally and around the world.

SIRC Attends 2025 Southwest American Indian Two Spirit
LGBTQIA+ Rainbow Gathering



On Thursday, June 12, 2025, several SIRC staff attended
the Southwest American Indian Two Spirit LGBTQIA+
Rainbow Gathering, hosted by our longtime community
partner, Phoenix Indian Center. This free, one-day event
highlighted Indigiqueer voices and provided space for
connection and resource sharing among Two Spirit
relatives, advocates, health workers, tribal citizens, and
allies. SIRC was honored to attend and listen to the
powerful stories, experiences, and insights shared by the
community.

Awards and Recognition

We congratulate the following SIRC staff, faculty, and faculty research affiliates for the great
achievements!

» Stephanie Ayers, PhD, Director of Research, Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center has
been promoted to Research Professor

» Sabrina Oesterle, PhD, Center Director, Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center has been
promoted to Professor

» Wendy Wolfersteig, PhD, Research Professor, Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center has
been promoted to Research Professor Emerita
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Upcoming Events

We Want to Hear from You!



Are you a parent of a high schooler, work at a high school, or part of a youth-serving organization in Pima
County?

We’re inviting you to share your thoughts on youth substance use and prevention efforts in your
community.

Join a 60-90 minute Zoom conversation and receive a $45 gift card as a thank-you for your participation.
In order to participate, you must:

« Live or work in Pima County
» Be a parent, school staff, or youth-serving professional
» Be willing to share your perspective in a small group discussion

If you're interested, click HERE to register

Recent SIRC Publications

Hernandez, N., Santana, M., Cano, M., & Mendoza, N. S. (2025). Recovery homes, regulation, & medication
for opioid use disorder: preliminary look in a Southwestern state. Journal of Social Work Practice in the

Addictions, 1-12. https://doi.org/10.1080/1533256x.2025.2499741

Verdecias-Pellum, N., Silverman, C., Yudell, M., & Carroll-Scott, A. (2025). Inequities in Community-Engaged
Autism Research: Community Member Perspectives. Progress in Community Health Partnerships: Research,

Education, and Action, 19(1), 25—34. https://doi.org/10.1353/cpr.2025.2956594

Support Our Work!

Join Our Newsletter Mailing List!

Receiving this newsletter for the first time? If someone shares this newsletter and you are interested in
learning more about SIRC, sign up for our newsletter below!

Stay In Touch With Us!
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Contact Us

sirc@asu.edu | sirc.asu.edu

Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center
Arizona State University
400 E. Van Buren Street, Suite 800 | Phoenix, AZ 85004
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