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Welcome to the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center Newsletter! This newsletter features
updates, announcements, and resources related to SIRC's work and its mission to decrease health
disparities in the Southwest and beyond.

Community Advisory Board Spotlight

In January, we convened with our Community Advisory Board at the Phoenix Indian Center for our first
quarterly meeting of the year. Gathering with our CAB members is always a highlight, as their collective
wisdom, thoughtful feedback, and invaluable insights help shape our research and strengthen our
community engagement efforts. Their guidance continues to drive us closer to advancing health equity
and ensuring our work remains community-centered and impactful. We are incredibly grateful for their
time, dedication, and commitment to this work. A heartfelt thank you to our long-standing partner, the
Phoenix Indian Center, for graciously hosting us!



Annual Watts College Day of Service

On March 1st, SIRC team members Kate Hamm, Senior Research Analyst and Maria Kirley,

Communications Program Coordinator participated in the annual Watts College Day of Service at St.
Vincent de Paul. Choosing from four service opportunities, they contributed to the nonprofit’s mission of
feeding, clothing, housing, and healing those in need. We're proud of their commitment and grateful for

the chance to support St. Vincent de Paul’s impactful work in our community.



Annual School of Social Work Awards Ceremony

On March 5, Arizona State University’s School of Social Work hosted its annual Social Work Month
Awards ceremony on the Downtown Phoenix campus, recognizing 29 outstanding individuals and
organizations. This year’s honorees included students, faculty, staff, alumni, and local community

organizations who have made exceptional contributions to the field of social work over the past year.

The event, held in celebration of Social Work Month, highlighted the impact of social workers in fostering
change and promoting well-being within our communities. The National Association of Social Workers’
2025 theme, “Social Work: Compassion + Action,” perfectly encapsulates the spirit of this year’s awards,

celebrating the compassion and action that social workers bring to their work every day.



We are thrilled to congratulate the following SIRC staff, faculty, and research affiliates who were
recognized for their dedication and service to the social work profession. Their contributions continue to

advance our mission and inspire positive change:

» Distinguished Community Impact Faculty Award
o Wendy Wolfersteig, BS, MEd, PhD

» Mid Career Research Award
o Karin Wachter, BAs, MEd, PhD

» Early Career Research Award
o Mee Young Um, BS, BIS, MSW, PhD

» Excellence in Student Research Award

o Zoe Reep, BS, MSW
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SIRC Attends Annual Arizona Evaluation Network Conference

In February, SIRC was proud to be one of the sponsor and host the pre-conference workshops for the
Arizona Evaluation Network (AzENet) #NextGen Annual Conference at the Arizona Center. The
conference brought together evaluation professionals to exchange knowledge, explore innovative
practices, and discuss the future of evaluation in driving meaningful change. The main conference took
place at the FOUND:RE Hotel in Phoenix, where attendees explored new strategies, reflected on the
history of evaluation, and discussed the next generation of evaluation practices. Some of our SIRC staff
also had the opportunity to present their work. Dr. Maria Aguilar-Amaya, Director of the Office of
Evaluation and Partner Contracts, presented alongside Octavia Harris, Executive Director, Tempe
Community Council. Their presentation, Advancing Equity in Evaluation: A Multifaceted Approach to
Inclusive Data Collection, focused on data equity and inclusive data collection methods to better serve

communities.

We are grateful to AzEnet for organizing this valuable event and thank the speakers, attendees, and

everyone who contributed to the success of the conference!
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SIRC Staff Spotlight

The Detailing for Improved Sexual Health (DISH-AZ) team led two special education sessions in
Northern Arizona, helping expand HIV testing and outreach efforts in local communities. Rocko Cook,
Program Manager and David Watt, Senior Academic Detailer were invited to train both new and
experienced staff on best practices for HIV testing and engagement. The first session took place in
Winslow, where they worked with a team of five case managers to incorporate partner testing into their

existing support for clients living with HIV. The second session, held on Navajo land in Window Rock,



provided six staff members with the latest HIV information and testing techniques to strengthen their
outreach. DISH-AZ is proud to support such dedicated professionals in their mission to improve

community health.
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COVID-19 is still a concern, and staying informed remains essential. Azceal.org, is a valuable resource
designed to provide Arizonans with the most up-to-date information on COVID-19, Long COVID, and
vaccinations. At AZ CEAL (Arizona Community Engagement Alliance), we’re committed to empowering
individuals with the knowledge they need to make informed healthcare decisions. Since 2020, SIRC has
been proud to partner with the University of Arizona, Northern Arizona University, and Mayo Clinic-Arizona

to serve our communities.

What Can You Find on AZ CEAL?

» Stay Informed: Access the latest guidance and recommendations concerning COVID-19, Long COVID,
and vaccinations.

» Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): Get answers to common questions, addressing your concerns.
» Explore Resources: Dive into the Arizona Community Engagement Alliance (CEAL) Resources page,
where you'll discover the latest COVID-19 and Long COVID information, data, vaccine recommendations,

testing details, and much more.

Visit AZCeal.org for more information!

Upcoming Events



Join StatChat!

Designed as a statistical methods users group,
StatChat aims to advance health equity through
collaboration and shared knowledge.

Join us in this exciting journey where your insights
and expertise can help shape the future of health
statistics. Together, we can empower our community
and foster a culture of innovation and support.

LOCATION
Every other Wednesday via ZOOM

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Click HERE to Join Zoom!

STATCHAT

Statistical Methods Users Group

Why Join StatChat?
 Innovative Focus
Collaborate with experts pushing the

boundaries of statistical analysis in health
equity research.

V Collaborative Learning

Spread the Word!

Engage in insightful discussions and peer-to-

Help us grow!
peer knowledge sharing.

Share StatChat with colleagues
and peers who want to explore
statistical data analysis and
methodology in a collaborative,
cutting-edge environment.

 Networking Opportunities

Connect with researchers across diverse
disciplines who share your passion for
methodology.

StatChat Kickoff Meeting

{@ Membership Benefit
7' Beginning January 22, 2025
~ Engage in dynamic discussions and

interactive problem-solving sessions. Every other Wednesday

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
[ Learn cutting-edge statistical techniques
at our bi-monthly meetings. Via Zoom:
Network with a community of like-minded CLICK HERE TO JOIN
researchers.
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Support Our Work!

Join Our Newsletter Mailing List!

Receiving this newsletter for the first time? If someone shares this newsletter and you are interested in
learning more about SIRC, sign up for our newsletter below!

Stay In Touch With Us!
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