September 2025 Newsletter

Welcome to the Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center Newsletter! This newsletter features
updates, announcements, and resources related to SIRC's work and its mission to decrease health
disparities in the Southwest and beyond.

SIRC Staff Project Spotlight

Youth Vaping Prevention with Urban Indigenous Communities of the Southwest U.S.: A
Protocol for a Randomized Controlled Trial

As featured in Research Matters: ASU Advancing Social Work in the Borderlands, Stephanie Ayers, PhD,
Research Director, SIRC, in partnership with the Phoenix Indian Center (PIC), has been awarded a $2.5
million NIH grant to prevent nicotine and cannabis vaping among urban Indigenous youth in Arizona.

This project focuses on culturally grounded prevention strategies that strengthen family and community
connections while addressing the unique social and structural challenges that influence substance use. By
centering Indigenous knowledge and collaborating with trusted community partners, the initiative aims to
advance health equity and youth wellness and build a model that can be applied to urban Indigenous
communities nationwide. To read the protocol paper click HERE.

Pima County Health Department Youth Substance Use Prevention Community Needs
Assessment

SIRC has entered the data cleaning, coding, and analysis phases of the Community Needs Assessment
(CNA) in partnership with the Pima County Health Department (PCHD). Through focus groups, key
informant interviews, and a community survey with youth, school personnel, and youth-serving agencies
across Pima County, this CNA seeks to strengthen resources and service capacity to ensure youth and
school communities remain resilient, healthy, and thriving. Findings will also help guide future programming
and initiatives to address substance misuse and behavioral health needs among youth in Pima County.

We Want to Hear From You!



The Arizona Community Engagement Alliance (AZCEAL) is a statewide partnership between the
University of Arizona, Arizona State University, Northern Arizona University, Mayo Clinic Arizona, and local
community-based organizations. Together, we work to promote health, improve outcomes, and strengthen
trust through community-engaged research. Our mission is to provide clear, science-based information that
supports Arizona communities experiencing health disparities.

As part of our ongoing commitment to serving communities effectively, we've created a short survey to
gather feedback on our current tagline “Immunity Starts with Community” as well as our broader
communication efforts. Your input will help us continue building messages that are clear, relevant, and
meaningful for the communities we serve.

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey by clicking HERE or visit https://bit.ly/46jgPyc

Awards and Recognition

We congratulate the following SIRC staff, faculty, and faculty research affiliates for the great
achievements!

» Angel Algarin, PhD, MPH, Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, published a First Opinion
essay in STATnews titled “End the Unchecked Growth of Publishing Fees and the Overreliance on Unpaid
Peer Review.” In this piece, Dr. Algarin responds to NIH’s proposed policy on limiting allowable publication
costs and calls for broader reforms to address systemic inequities in academic publishing. He highlights
the need to contain rising publishing fees, compensate peer reviewers for their labor, and redirect savings
toward community dissemination efforts that make science more accessible and impactful. Dr. Algarin’s
perspective underscores how thoughtful reform can protect taxpayer dollars, support early-career
researchers, and strengthen public trust in science. To read the full article click HERE.



SIRC Faculty & Staff Spotlight

In May 2025, the College of Indigenous Studies at National Dong Hwa University in Hualien, Taiwan,
hosted the international collaboration From Oppression to Decolonization: Reclaiming Sovereignty for
Indigenous Social Work. Invited keynote speakers Dr. Shanondora Billiot, Assistant Professor, School
of Social Work and Felicia M. Mitchell, PhD, MSW, BSW, Associate Professor, School of Social
Work delivered the keynote: Environmental Social Work through an Indigenous Lens and presented
Utilizing Photographs to Highlight and Document Community Stories of Environmental Change. Dr. James
Herbert Williams, Center Director, Center for Child Well-Being provided the introductions.

Upcoming Events

Arizona Health Equity Conference (AzHEC) 2025

The Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center (SIRC) is honored to once again take part in the Arizona
Health Equity Conference, the state’s premier gathering dedicated to advancing health equity. This year,
SIRC will present in partnership with the Phoenix Indian Center, (PIC), highlighting the American Indian
Language Preservation Project. The initiative offers Native language courses that bring generations
together, fostering stronger family bonds and community connections.

The presentation will explore the project’s impact, the challenges it faces, and its vision for the future,
demonstrating how cultural revitalization is deeply connected to health equity. The conference will also
feature nationally recognized speakers, innovative networking opportunities, breakout tracks in Research,
Prevention, Clinical, and Policy, and poster sessions that showcase emerging work across Arizona.

For more information or to register, click HERE

SIRC Health Equity Lecture Series SIRC Health Equity Lecture Series

Join us for SIRC Health Equity Lecture Series featuring Dr. Join us for SIRC Health Equity Lecture Series featuring Dr.
Amanda Hunter Adewale Oyeyemi

Location Location



Online Online

Date and Time Date and Time

October 14, 2025 November 18, 2025
Mondays, 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Mondays, 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
JOIN HERE JOIN HERE
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Support Our Work!

Join Our Newsletter Mailing List!

Receiving this newsletter for the first time? If someone shares this newsletter and you are interested in
learning more about SIRC, sign up for our newsletter below!

Stay In Touch With Us!
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Contact Us

sirc@asu.edu | sirc.asu.edu

Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center
Arizona State University
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